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Iſaiah LVI. and the latter part of the 7th Verſe. 


=== Mine Houſe ſhall be called an Houſe . 
of Prayer to all People. 


underſtanding of thefe words , to re- 

fle&t upon fome few things relating to 

that Great and Maphiffcent Temple 
which King Solomon butlt unto the Lotd. 

1. That althd that Texple was erefted to 
ſerve chiefly for the Ceremonial Worſbip among 
the Jews, yet the building of a Temple to 
Cod was to part of Ceremonial Duty. 

There were always, even from the Crea» 
tion 'of the World, ſet and appointed places 
for the more Soleym Worſhip Ne God: That 
which was comtnanded in the * Law concern- *peur.xit 
ing this matter, was conſonant to the Light *** 
of | Naruce, aftid the ſame that Religion 
taught all Mankind to obſerve: for a main 
part of the Exteraal Acknowledgment of God, 
is by dedicating of Altars and Temples to 


him, 


|| may not be nnproper, for our better 
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him, and by ſeparating of Places for his pe- 
culiar Service. 

The Deſign of Building a Temple to the 
Almighty , enter'd firſt 'into King David's 
- * Heart, from an Inſtindt and Principle of 
Natural Religion, and from an ardent de- 
ſire of leaving ſome ſtanding Teſtimony of 
the Extraordinary Devotion of his Soul ; 
but the aftual performance of that glorious 
Deſign was reſerv'd, by the * immediate Ap- 
pointment of God, for the more peaceable 
and quiet Reign of King Solomon. 

2. When Solomon Dedicated that Temple 
to the Lord, he took eſpecial care to pre- 
vent all unworthy and idolatrous Thoughts 
concerning God, that the Minds of the = 
might not be poſſeſs d with any ſuch groſs 
Conceptions as the Heathen entertainvd con- 
cerning their Temples, which they generally 
eſteemed as a fort of Confinement to their 
Gods : whereas Solomon asks, Will God in- 
deed dwell upon the Earth ? behold the Hea- 
ven, and the Heaven of Heawens cannot con-= 
tain Thee | how much leſs this Houſe which I 
have. builded ? 

All that he intended: and deſiced, was , 
That God would have reſpe& unto the Pray- 


ers 
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ers and Supplications , and the Religious Dus-, 
ties that were perform'd in that place, and 


That 'bis Eyes might be open towards that Houſe \*.*» 


day and night. 

3- Solomon did'not beg That God would 
regard: only the Prayers and Supplications 
of the Jewiſh Nation, when either they Wor- 
ſhipped i or towards that Temple ; but his 


concern reach'd further, even to the Stranger * V 4+ 


and to All the People of the Earth. 
Accordingly there was a particular place of 
Worſhip appointed for the uſe of the Stran- 
gers amongſt- them , which was called: The: 
Court-of | the Gentiles:: And this-was the place 
where the Buyers and Sellers, and Money- 
changers fate, whom our Saviour drove out 
with an exceeding Tranſport of Zeal, making 
uſe of this Text, and adding to it another 


paſſage out- of the Prophet * Feremiab, Mine "Chap i, 
Houſe ſball be called an Houſe of Prayer, but ye, nar. 


have made it-a Den of Thieves. 

The Jews-were too Zealous a ſort of Peo- 
ple to ſuffer any ſuch prophanation of - That 
part of the Temple in which their own Wor- 
vip was perform'd ; but as ro That , which 
was allow'd to the Strangers, they Jook'r upon 
It.as prophan'd-already .by the «very Worſbip- 
pers 
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pers themſelves, and that nothing could well 
defile it more. 

But our Saviour, to ſhew that the Cerewo- 
nial Worſhip was now to expire, and that the 
Nations were to be receiv'd irito his Kingdom, 
exercis'd a moſt ſurprizing and' exttagrdinary 
at of Zeal in Their behalf; and xFequird as, 
much Rewerence for the Court of the Gentiles; 
as they did for the moſt Sacred part of the 
Temple. | 

It is here called an Houſe of Prayer and mot 
of Sacrifice ; becanlſe Prayer is an (Laiverſal 
Duty,. the chief and moſt eminent part. of 


Religious Worſhip, aud without whbich,Sacri- 


fice it 'felf was not accepted, - An Houſe ph 
Prayer to All people ;- whereby the jextow gf, 
This Duty was ſtgoify'd, 'and haw ſuitable ii 
was that God ſhould be worlſhipdby Wl reoples 
and all Nations,as The Great:Lord of Tang 
and Earth,as The God of the Gentilegas we) 
as the Jews : that his Honeur ſhould-be.nyade 
known throughout all the world, af thfr he 
ſhould be acknowledg'd and fervdiinias Pubs 
lick:a manner as the Circumſtances of Mankind 


could: admit. 


| The Textbeing thus open'daud:explainidyis 
capable of affording great varicty of | Matter. 


euher 
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oicher for juſtifing: the Sorredeft « ' of Roligibus: 
| plabesjand the Reviveree that is due mito thexe; 
| or'for epharging on the Nathre: of Prayer, and' 
| gd. the Excellency of that Duty : Bue'be- 
| Poayer-iti this iplace we are to under- 
Rand tho whole Body'of Religions: Dmiies,) cons 
| fifling'of Prayers, Praiſes, Thankſpivitgs, $eera- 
ments, and Dedications of our {elves to God, 
which altogether make ap our Spiritual Seeri- 
fice ; and becauſe this/ Nuity- is here extended 
to All People, to AJl Nations, 't0- figniſie the 
moſt publick and ſolenm performance of 'it : 
Therefore the only thing which I ſhall endea- 
vour from theſe words Man be tolay before you 
ſome Conſiderations iniordes to raiſe your 'e- 
ſteem for the: publickWorfbip of Cod,co encou- 
5 your Conſtagcy-in #,and'to encreaſe your 
hr and joy-in that moſt acceptable Serwice. 
yo; this'I take to be! a very-cuſorable Subjed 
in this Holy Peck, which the Church has thoughie 
fre to diſtinguiſh from the reſt 'of the Lew by'a 
peculiar entargement of her Publeck Dewvotipas. 
The many vitcafonable* Pxoeptions* thas 
have been made againſt our Form ef Worſhipy 
The! placmg- che main of Rel! toon - a the He 
ring 'of Sermons; and" the' tbeiſtt opinion of 
NPY thes they'can' ferve God as acceptably 


» T0 B at 


A Sermion Preached \ 


at. Home, as in the Church ; have.yery; much. | 
lefſen'd that Zeal among many, which. is due: - 
to that Worſhip which is performd- in; the 
Publick, Aſſemblies. 
 -But, I ſhall endeavour to make..it; appear , 
That the beſt Homage, . which. we can pay. :to 
God,is that which is moſt Publick ; and that the 
beſt part of Religron is that, which we exerciſe 
in Common: with united Hearts and Voices in 
full and-folemn Congregations. $27 

[.-:Fhis is the way of giving the. greateſt 
Honour to God. 

It is but a poor and a very unworthy ſort 
of Honour, which we,the loweſt of all Ratio- 
nal Creatures,ſuch Rational Creatures as are u- 
nited to, corruptible Bodies, which depreſs and 
clog the Soul, are able to pay to our great 
Creator: But if we take care-to glorifie Him 
according to thoſe Abilities he has given; us , 
and; according to.that Manner he has preſctib'd 
unto us, | he will accept of our ſincere Ho- 
mage, ths it be but a mean Sacrifice, and wilt 
make us capable of Adoring him hereafter in 
a more PerfeQ way. 

He, has ſeveral Orders of Pare and Spiritual 
Beings to glorifie him with the immediate Ado- 
ration of their Minds ; but we are confin'd to 

Bodies, 
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Bodies, and muſt give him! glory, as he ihas 

made. ns\capable of giving it : we muſt declare 
his Greatnels and his Goodneſs to'one another, 
and give outward Teſtimonies of ' the inward 
ſenſe we have of hisPerfeQions,of his Majeſty, 
of his. Power,” and.'of his Mercy.-: | Now to do 
this in. the, moſt, Pablick manner i9:the' way of 


giving the greateſt Hongur to God!; and is a 


Veneration,moſt ſuitable to the;;Majeſty of 
hig:-we Adore. x [51003 \ : "2013 

16 When a Mulcitade of People meet together 
ta;Worlhipjcthe Almiglity, andito: ſer: forth his 
Praiſes ; it makes ſome little Figure of Heaven, 
it raiſes. qur Minds to more magnificent Con- 
ceptions/of, God,: and more. fully-: repreſents 
him to us as the Goverhour of) the: World : 
Whereas, if we look ypon-him;as,only.intend- 
ing our, private Intereſt;as buſjed ogly to ſerve 
our! preſent wants,we:may be thought /to cou- 
ceive.gf, him, rather as an Idol,than: ab that In+ 
fipite, Being, -whole Care and-Providentce are 


extendad tothe cancerns 6f the wholeCreation: 


. To, Worſhip God truly , - is' to make him 
known;to be-the Lord' of' the-Klowwerſe',/ the 
Common'Parent, Preſerver,and; Benefafton: of 


| alllMankgad; and therefore, Publick!d ſſemblits 
| are the beſt (ignificatjonof- his glorious Pets 
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ieftions, and; valt Dominion t for hoy” are 
Vskne exprefiion of the greatnels ef Ged:they 
alot Idea'of hitm , 'and make 3'hore 
ſenſible of his MajeRty, than words and lan- 
e can do. | 

They who.cannet uſe' their Minds to''any 
abtrafted ways 'of- Thinking;may be wohder- 
fully confirm'd and heighter'd- in their! Ac- 
knowledginents :and Thoughts 'of ' a*Detty, 
when they ſee how the Learned and'the'Rich, 
andthe blonourable, and'the: preateſt'Perſons 
upen the Earth, 'do bow''and'kpeet before 
their Maker, and humble themſelves in 2 
Daiſt of the Candtoary'©s witneſs "their * 
tornd 'Veneration of an Infinite "Wl om, 
Power, and; Goodneſs; / 
 \'What\becoming Thoughts and' ation 
10wards/God muſt this needs inſpire into the 
Afulticude;when they ſhall:obſerve thoſe, whoſe 
Ktowledgeand Judgment, whoſe Vertnts and 
Excellenoievthey exceedingly admire; 'to be- 
have. chainfelvermia Reverently and Devonrt- 
ly inthe Preſence of God ? What Excufe can 
they.have to -negle&-thatReligion which'th 
plainly-peroeive eo be in fuch- wok eſteem'wi with 
thoſe; Gn the greateſt Place and Dignity;nd of 
theicleaveſt repute pr id {dom and' edy2 

"M1 What 
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"What Deſire, what holyoAmbiion malt it 
raiſe ehe-Colomen' to appear; often 
in-the Phoe of Divine 'Worthip,apd tojmake 
up the great Congregation ;' that. they. "may 
mingle themſelves with-che [Noble and Nite, 
and be equal Worſhippers with ichem ,-of the 
ſanie' Ged;'andi the dame Mediator'? oc | 

"= The __—— &i(\uch, chat'ic 

ſpecially s'a Phblick Exerciſe, 

Ms #5 wav makes all our Adionsceligious, 
isthe performing\chem in Obedience-2o';God, 
= with ati-Intention'ofhie Glory; - whatever 

particular Duties are-n wvhich:iwe are en- 
ork 4; \eticched ghey immediately reſpe&t our 
Nei hbours or our ſelves; if: the chief Motive 
bf dothg' them-be detived\trdm-cheoWill-and 
Peafare-of Godahey are a;Religions Service. 
Bnet what we'more properly-.call Relipion, 'is 
thatwhich has an immediate Reſpeto God, 
atid 4s direQly intended for the promoting of 


His/Olory ; -and the moſt emireariparr.of this 


Religion, is che Publick;Service ofthe Chixels, 
whieh i fill anore emmently 40,/ as it lis-tnore 
Publick and Solemn, becauſe more becoming 
— 'and'Greargels rag him we _— 
_ 10 HI 16117 
L " his RalowScorigh-b is'4a a Nargtab Bebe 
| which 
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- which we owe to-Gad;s. as we aft his| Crea- 
| *qures3 and bad we. tinued Innocent,would 


havepriocipally confiſtedinPraifes and Thankl: _ 
givings, and high Admirations of God's Power 
and,Wiſdom/and Bounty! But ſince; we.are 
ui aiFal'a Condition,and a' State bbnoxigy, to 
the diſpleaſure. of God: there i acNeseflicy. of 
glorifying: hin by: ao.bumble Gorfefſgwn oft our 
Sins, and an. earneſt 'Importunity-far Pardon 
and; Forgiveneſs, ,:Agd this:can never;he' fo 
Acceptable, as'when at # Publigk;3 for: by that 
means; we take more:ſhame:;to gu; (Elves by 
making -a more. Solemn Acknowledgment .of 
our guilt, and we 'give moreiglory-to,God;by 
our- open Confeſlionsahd Humyliations-i-;i-/! 

;Molt/of the Rſalins of David;weredeligttd 
to 'a-Pablick-end;apd to:make up; the Sarvire 
of the Con regation-: and he-him({clt reckons 
It as one of the more bitter Afflitions.of ;his 
Life;i-that the-Troubles of; bis Kingdom lome- 


tines baniſh'd.-him-from:the'Publick Servixe of 


God # Fot ths-we have. no..reaſan to. doubt 
bat ſo Religious a' Perſon maintain'd a contir 
nual.intercourſe with God by way of private 
Prayer 3 yet the. Solemn-Serwice.of the Spur 
ary was that in which the Honour of God;wgs 
ſo ſignally acknowledg'd and: diſplay'd Rand 

is 
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his Name ſd; emineodly: glorify 'd, »chat ,no” 
thirig elſe tould properly-carry- the - Title. of 
Divine Worſbip among the Jews: and there- 
fore.in their, __ whenever | they. made 
their private /Addteſſes to God, they; direRted-: 
themlelves. towards Feruſalem,where the! Tex : 
ple of the Lord? was founded. /'-' + | 

Our bleſſed Saviour, .in the Reformation 
he made of Religion, was'moſt tender of the 
Honour of his Father, and took nothuig: from 
the Publick Worſhip-that did any! way:'con- 
duce to his Glory. ' He, put an end to the 
repeated ' Sacrifices of Beaſts, by fulfilling 
what [they ſignity'd, im offering, up; his:own 
Body, once for all, upon the. Croſs ; and leav- 
ing to the Church: that  Allafficient Sacrifice 
of himſelf for their perpetual Commemora- 
TION: 544-4464 1: 

'Heitaught that' God was to be, worſhipped .._ 
in Spirie and in Truth ; not in the leaſt ks + 
rogate:fromithe Publick Worſbip:of God, but 
to ſhew that the Typical Service was within a 
while to ceaſe,, and-that the Heart and In 
ward AfﬀeStions werealways toaccompany the 
External Worſbip. 


He 
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1 $r. March. an\efpegal' Coniman®! for Sfrer 
þ , I. "there" way 1g "need -we thao; 
rages Pxhorting' to: che Publigie\ Werſhip-,' 


of his, he tacitly #eprovid a 
the Phariſees, which-was fo —— "All 


their Publick Dovetions: (10541! 
f ''Our Saviour was fo-far from Diſcoumenzn. 


jos 1 td retzove the: Fewiſh Coufurtenont,) ant 


to come'in'#nd;; 
and withone' cev! <Grit!s 

»)Wherefore our! Chtiſtiariiey: (Qves! conf 
in fexv 


| : wncRe t O16 Avis ; 
4 Rad aid Invwwil Pathy ind ry Aoines: D6- 
ootiem been fufficient eo- have carried/Chri- 


ſoabareppecher n the horceſt Fimes' of Pore 
ſecution, when their Meeti « > 'theas 
ſo much to the Obſervation and Rage of their 

t5 Ene- 


ſtigns! vo Heaven ; they wonld never have Af 


4 


whieh' was then ſuMeiene #equented: /''and- 
i whielp the 6/4 rs «digh1: $67 
mach Reign.” And! "by chav Proves? 


heatior of) 


the Publick Service of Religion, thas he 


to make way for allthe Nations of the Earth, 
vifie 'Gad Winhoags: Hleart y 


ing'God as Payts'gf the Body bb Chriſt,” 
and in a Joynt and Feſtival Commemorating: 
df>qhe exoveding? = Po of qprorogpl 
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! Egcmies.t But: they very, well; knew has 
| Chriſt had required an oper Confeſſjan and 
| Acknowledgment of his Religion from all 
| bis Followers , and had made it the Duty © 
' keep.ap a conſtant; Communign with him, 
and with one angther 1p the Publick Qffices 
' of Divine Worſhip; and that to be excluded 
| that Pyblick Worſhip, ppon the account of 
| any Aotorigus Crime, was ſ@ dreadiyl. 3 plr 
nithment, that jt was 96 leſs chap 346 Antigie 
pation'of the Facure Judgment. of the laſt 
' Day, when the Wicked ſhall be Eterpaly ler 


parated from all Communion wich the Righ- 


' wbrOlls | 
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. Chriſtians are. apt ta lggk; upos themſelves 

as Gngle:Perlons, of: diltiat and (epargge Jae 
3 :but they arc to. conſider them(clyrg 

as Members of the ſame Myſtical Body, ag 
Parts 6f: he--fame | Spiritual Society ; that 
they. are Rederem'd as.a' Church, and are 5@ 

glatifie/Ged' as a Church ; that their chief 
Bleſſings are thoſe they enjoy in Common, 
andtharne; Private Nevauons are | ggceptable 
to: od when {cr in eppaſiyen tothe lPublick. 

Any. ipdeecd. , {ay wheat: we can : tothe 

| con{Wth, areapt io lyppole themigives gacd 

' ChidiiGaus, [yr anOe —_ 
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by Praying 3 in private; but they would' 4do- 


well ro conſider \, that the Carechumens of 
old, or thoſe, who were but-in a preparat- 
on for their Baptiſm , were accounted Be- 
levers, were taught theit Creed;and inſtruQ- 
ed how to pray ,' before - they were admit- 
red- into the Chriſtian Union, or into the- 
Society of the Church by. way of Baptiſm; 
and before they were made Partakers of 
thoſe Priviledges which Chriſt has purchas'd: 
for ſuch, who ſerve: him'in the Afſembly of 
the Shins, 
- Sr #. - Wherefore upon theſe, and: ſeveral" * o- 
its ther Accounts which I ſhall not infiſt on at 
Semblies, preſent, it may plainly appear, that: the Na- 
__ ture of our Religion'is ſach, chat "it eſpeci- 


— mrs a Publick Profeſſion and Exer- 


on the ſame 


Argument. cle. \ 


HI. There'i is norhing that ſo- much pro 
mores a Spirit of Umverſal Charity, as a 
due eſteem and praRice of the Publick- Wor-. 
ſhr 

The beſt Natural Argument that-we have 
for' the loving one | another , is the 'Confide- 
ration' that we are: Creatures made for- So- 
ciety, that our private welfare- is infinitel 
a by murual Beneficence, and thae 
our 


'Y _» a. Wu 


Saf i Ca. #4 


before the QU | v3 wh N. 
our trueſt Interelt is intolded in the  Publick 
Good. | 

But Chriſt, who has form'd us into a Re- 
ligious Society , and made - us - Members of 
the ſame Body by a Myſtical ang, Sacred U- 
nion,/ has laid a Foundation for a ſtronger 
Tye of Friend(hip,' and, for more generous 
Ads of Love. 

For how can the things of this World di- 
vide us, when we muſt expe&t them no 0- 
therwiſe than as the Effects of our Prayers, 
and muſt deſire, them-no- further then-as they 
are, ſerviceable, or at leaſt no Impediment , 
to our everlaſting good ? _ | 
What can bring us to a greater . concern 
for one another, and more Unite our, Aﬀe- 
Qions,; than a frequent Meeting at -the ſame 
place of Worſhip, and joyning - together in 
the fame Duties of Religion ?.'If common 
Converſation has ſo many AttraQives,. ſo ma- 
ny. Charms in it, how muſt a Sacred Familia- 
rity endear us? Where we . have -but one 
great Buſineſs to proſecute , and. 'tis the In- 
tereſt of us all to promote that; -wherg;iwe 
endeavour to appear, in the.,beſt Temper, the 
mildeſt Diſpoſition , andthe, moſt; humble 
frame of Mind : where we lay by. the! diſtin- 
C 2 tions 
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ions' of - Family, Place, and Title, and al! 
the little Differences .that the order 'of this 
Life creates : where we advatice no particu- 
lar ends that are contrary ro the general 
Good, bur rejoyce to promote each ' others 
Salvation : where'we withdraw: our Minds 
from Earthly things, which occaſion ſo mich 
Paſſion in Mazakind ; and ſet our Hearts up- 
on that | Heaven which js Jarge enough to 
receive us all, and to (atisfie us with full eon- 
Lent. 

' How cant we be angry with thoſe Perſons , 
who meet at the ſame place of Worſhip with 
our ſelves, and appear” mm ſuch Poſtures of 
Reverence and Humility , as 'plamly  fignifte 
that they are Repenting of all 'their Sins, and 
humbling - themſelves for' 'rheie Infirmitics? 
How can we retaio any Enenty againſt our 
Fellow-Chviſtians', when the very Duties 
which: we our: felves'' are ' engag'd in , maſt 
needs {ſuggeſt the maniy Provocations we have 
offer'd:/to God, the praciotis Pardon we have 
receiv'd from- him , and the Condition upon 
which that Pardon was diſpensd , vis. the 
Forgivine of one another ? Mr how!erdicte 
be any: Entertainment for thoſe narrow aid 
fordid Paſſions of Malice, and Hatred, and Re- 
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verge inthe Breaſts of - thaſei who are the 
! Worlhippers of God ty Publick, who cannot 
' but have their Minds raks'd, their AfﬀedRions 
1 | fſweetned, and their Hearts enlarg'd by the 
' Solemn Praifes in the Congregatian ? 

'Tis in the Church that we muſt Jearr'the 
eriieſt Union of Hearts and AﬀeQions; where 
we ate all coneern'd' for our Common Salva- 
tion, and all rely upon - one ' Commor Savi- 
our and Redeemer + where all the Gifts 2nd 
COraces' of Chriſt are beſtow'#Þfor . the | Edifi- 
'eari6iy of his Body; in allvwr" pteareſ Be. 
h nefirs are enjoyed in Commu? where” we 
aye' 'diſpes'd to pray 'for' one *anether;, to 
e | rejuyee-with &6 #orhee; To miRy: with t-rg 
4 «Merit 109u Is of I's bar 5 
> 54 Bur' the” \redte "ion of the PIR 
+ | Worl@ ate as yet Strangers to this FlappineR, 
| for _ are moft divided im-+that orry thing 
a witch Thathd petuliigly! Ohitelthent's what 
« | Phe RA cr be'expelted in! Tempe- 


— 


& | ral Matters, when Men will 60t” dire a 
i Tomttumiont m Holy thing 9? And'what more 
s | probable Reaſon car we affipn of the Diri- 


a | Th adHitteds, atid'the malicotl Oppo 
« j} tions of '5h6 Hehe elroughout the Oheiſti- 
1 an World, than that we are unhappily Di- 


wided 
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wided:in-the t; eablick. Worſhip, of God ? That 
ſome Mens De&votibns are held either Idola- 
try or Superſtition, "to; ochers? and that ma+ 
ny look 'upon it- as. a -Mmain part of Relt- 
gion to expplo and vilite the W orſhip of 0- 


thers 2 


O gracious Cod, the Lord. , of Peace; and 
Coneord, look down in Mezcy 'upon thy 


Univerſal Church ; z- and give' us, through, the 
Light. of thy Goſpel, and the, Influence of 


thy Spirit, {auch an vadeytanding of the True 


Chriftian.Worſhip'; - that we may; all; come to 
glorifie Thee, with one, Heart aud with one 
Voice! That all. Factions. and Perſecutions , 


and bloody, Wars may; ceaſe in the, Chriſtian 


World, and all who call upon thy... Name 
may be at- Unity among themſelves! That 
we may be as' tender of other Rights, and 


. .as ſenſible of their Calamities, as if they were 
our.ownl . That. at. length , we may,' become 


one, Holy, People,  one-City of God,'one Bo- 
dy of Chriſt! 

IV. The frequenting the Publick Worlhip, 
with that Preparation, and with thoſe Diſpo- 
ſitions which it requires, is the; beſt. way, 
whereby we may attain to Solid Piety. 
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- Je 8: a-great Blaſling' :1to- have: Soul 40- 


flam'd: with the' Love: of; God;:-atid then to 
be. able;to guide that Flame with Dilcretion , 
to keep-it regular, and within the .compals 
of the Altar, and: not: to; ſuffer, at to, walte 
away im: violent. Agitations;.0r ah Enthulia- 
ſtical Zeal: 

It is much berter:to be. pious in ,the old 
way of daily attending apon God in the Pub- 
lick Service.-of..the .Gburch,/ thatt; to  aftect 
new Ways, and new Liberties; and ſuch 1in- 
gularities:of Holineſs, as , will - make-' People 
more Fanciful , hut. .leſs Humble and De-- 
What: can:a\ Chriftian want: towards . the; 
real | Edification;of Jus :iSoul-.in Faith - and! 
Knowledge,..in Vertue and. Godlineſs, who. 
makes-a:Conſcience of Attending'the Publick 
Aſſemblies, as: often as ' be reaſonably. can ?. 
For there he ſhall meet with the. pure: Word. 
of God, and feel'the 'mighty Efficacy of it. 
on his-Heart 3. his Mind ſhall be many times 
more-. enlightned. by - attentively. hearing a. 
Chapter-read in'the-Church ,. than if he had. 
induſtriouſly;conſulted the beſt Commenta- 
tors: The Majeſty of the Place , the Autho- 
rity of. him who Officiates, and the Senſe we 
| have 
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have tht God {peaking co:u952ave5 2 poleo 

ptit 6vr] Thouphts ineo"vdubhila i Relipious | 
Frame, that we'have:las it: wete: i New-an- 
derſtandimg: created in vs s And:beſides 3+ the? 

Holy'Spitic loves ito: govalong-:wichs hi 'owh) 
Ordinance 'in 'fome- pecyfiar:” Viouchſafes 

ments. 

* ell. 73 - The deyout * Propher could noc —__ un- 
derſtand\fome of che Diffibulries about: Pro-/ 
videvlee,” "til ie weat:: mto-ithe! a5 anbluary 
the' Lied; but chac food gave him a cient 
knowkUge'of- them, :and what | i5>mote , a 
Comtentment ander thetn. too. 3.210 

True Chriſtian Knowledge does not come 

it fo ſoind-ind$$0/1 fefu iby) hard: Sruddy';/ as 
by? havifis k Tempur fit -#0 tecdiveivyindd WE" 
have many tines a-Diorme Truth more Rirong- 
ly #wprinred on our Minds , 'or enore-tully: 
cotifirn'd uiſtts-ws, when our Hearts ure (Þe4s- 
dir-and Devon, 4hen when our 'Heads es 
excttis' inthe devpieſt Thinking. 2200): 19 

__"@& is farther obſervable, That Men areipe- 
nerally'much more fabjc& co Impreflions-and 
Aﬀ@Hions, 'when- they are Aſſembler; thea 
when they—are More; and this heldepood yn 
rdation to Sutred, as'well as to Civil: AF 
faits: Thus in the :Chirch, or” in'our "oo 
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| lick Devotions, belides the- dire# liflnence 
! which we ſingly feel, we then receive a Col- 
' Iaxersl enforcement from that Union of Con+ 
* ſont which we obſerve in others, and which 
' maybe eaſily and quickly known; becauſe 


the very Geſtures of the Body, che Tone 


' and Accents of the Voice, and the different 


pearances of the Countenance , are a ſort 
w ; Univerſal CharaFter , which naturally OX 


: preſs the more prevailing Paſſions, ant in- 


watd Sentiments of the Soul : and therefors 


| we are encourag d more freely ro indu 


thoſe Religions AﬀeStrons, which we find 


ate no Singalarities of our own particular 


lexion 5, but fach as are common 'to all 
People, whenever they are truly ſenfible of 


' the Majeſty of God , andof the power of 
| Religion. 


\Bur further, The Pablick Offices of the 
Clnirch are ſuch an equal 'Nouriſhment, '{o 
well-prepar, and''fo kindly” fitted for all 
the watts of a Devout Worſhipper, that n 
they be conſtantly made uſe of, they will 


oF Wing 4's ſtrong habir of Plex 
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- ..,, There may be other ways. of Devotion 


more gratifying to the Fancy , but not ſo 
produCtive of ſincere Godlineſs : They who 
are content with the, wiſe Methods of the 
Church , (hall be gradually rais'd: into a Di- 
vine Life, as their other . Graces | increaſe , 
their Humility (hall be equally enlarg'd; and 
their Zeal (ſhall never out-run their meek O- 
bedience., ,. / 

\ Fhough they feel. no > Extraordinary Tranſ- 
ports, ( Þr the very Cuſtom of doing Good 
things will, go near to leflen thoſe ). yet they 
ſhall not fail of a laſting and an abiding Com- 
fort ; and though they do not riſe into Ho- 
line(s with. any Laxariant Growth , . yet they: 
{ball have a ſound Proficiency , for they ſhalt 
encreaſe, with the Encreaſe. of God. 

The true Improvement in Chriſtianity dves 
not lye in any ſingular and afteed; Auſte- 
rity of Life, ſcrupulouſneſ of Mind, Un- 
quietneſs of Zeal ,-' ſeparated Sandicy 5 Or 
in reaching after ſnch Spiritzal Heights as are; 
beyond the proportion of Humagity.;: but: 
it Iyes,i in a temperate, humble, {erious, and 
wile. deportment of our ſelves, in a Com 
ſtancy of Duty, a Regular Piety, a Conde- 
{cending, Brotherly Mildneſs of: Soul , in an- 
Ex- 
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Extenſive,Charity,. and. a Sincere Concern far, 
the welfare of all Mankind : And this is the, 
very Improvement towards which all the 
Publick Offices of the Church ſeem to con- 
ſpire; for they are apt to fill our Minds 
with the moſt Aweful Senſe of the exceed- 
ing Majeſty of God, and with the maſt 
Humbling Thoughts of our own Unworthinels. 
They are fitted to work in us the Obedience 
of Creatures, and the Humiliation of Sin- 
ners; to raiſe and enlarge our AﬀeGions, 
with proper Forms of Praiſes and Thank(- 
givings, and to extend our Hearts in Sup- 
plications and Interceſſions for others. 
Add to all chis, That our Publick Worſhip 

is a True Spiritual Sacrifice to God , which 
no Private Prayers or Praiſes can be, though 
otherwiſe of Excellent uſe; for 'tis the Na- 
ture of all Sacrifice to be an Open, External iy la 
and Publick oy nowledgment : and therefare yer. xii, 
the ſolemn performance of This, is a diſtin 5 
Vertue from all other As of Obedience, 
and of a different: Obligation from all other: 
Duties : Thoſe of the moſt Improved Minds, 
can never be excuſed from Offering up this 
peculiar Sacrifice, and: thoſe of the meaneſt 
Artainments may comfort themſelves i in  difs, 

D 32 charging 


—Y 
- 


v y 5 
We = * 0.3 » * A. S248 TIE. 


en" =" ES IO” OO "0 _—— » 4 _ 


"A *Sermon Preached 


TEE charging ths Neetfſary Flomige to God 1 for 


certainly,” it ruſt needs be a wonterfdl (a- 
eisfaction to' ariy good Matr, when he r6« 
flefs that he has done ſottiethitg wr ; 
deveptable and well-pleafing to him, who | 
is 'able ' co reward - 2 wick endleſs Glo- 
TY. 

7s cotichede, Prit/dte Prayer is the beft 
Arguittefit of out owh Sincerity , but Pub- 
lith' Ptayet of ot opert Conftllion of God. 
The fff tay be petfotm'd by tht Heart a- 
lone; and the ittward Motiotis of the Soul ; 
brat the other requires the Reverend Depott- 
ment of tht Bvdy, atid the Atteftation of che 
Vvire tb pfotific | 6bf” Maker. By the one 
we beſt declate the Otnniſcience and Sþi- 
ritad? Nattite of Cod ;| and by the orber 
his Gfeetheſs, his Majeſty , and his Pow- 
oO. | 

Eet this therefore be out conſtant Rale it 
all biit Pablick Devotions, ts have ever an 
eſpecial regard to rhe Life and $07, ro the 
Spa and Thath of Gotf's Worſhip; to enli- 
veti/al{ out outward Actions and Demecanour 
with the holy Inrtntions of the Mind , and 
the devout AffeSionr of the Heart ; and ro 
mike ' 411 ' thoſe Cerettibities and Deceticies 
which 
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Which onr Church tas either imocently Res 
tait'd , or 'prodenitly Þrſtihited , "tobe as Ty 
Ntromerta fo'ovtir Spiritual Worſhip, as we 

ar: poflibly make” them ; and. nor ro ram 
into ſuch vain Fancies , as if the Goſpet 
wete- #n #1 - Endthy "% F ge Wor or ſhip or 
that' were too! 5 gifs "8 "way of Honouring 
Gaid.”: 

Aſs 1 an our thoft Inward and Refined 
Wotſhip'of Sml and Spirit; tt never reach 
<e Digrity, "the rye. ho Spirirua; 
lity of That God we oy bur in "Its 


AR Exaltatiotr' 1s 3"; and' Frip 
fe, and ctr find no Atcepriiice with' Gd: 
bot rh6rugh- 'the Hifitice” Metits' of is 


Son ! 

What are xl] the kiblimeſt Ats of the 
Svrl when 'imploy'd-m the Wor ſbip of Ser, 
bat Ipnorance, Blindneſs, and meer Zo 

ethers of his Glory , when we cbnfi 
che Tranſtendency of the Divine, Natate ? 
though as it proceeds from us , it be an' ho- 
neſt! #rd a well-meant Service. . And now , 
ſrace God has given ns Bodies as well as Souls, 
we have no reafon to concerve otherwile, bur 
that he requires to be Ffononr'd by Both , 
according to that State and Condition of 
Nature 
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__ Nature. in. which. we are; Conſtuared, and 


chat Order, of che Creation, in which,, we, are 

lacd : for what: can we do. more, than Glo- 
rifie the Almighty in thoſe Capacities he. has 
gIVen 11s. 

Let the Seraphim and Cherubim , and the 
Angels that are round his Throne, bleſs him 
and praiſe him in their more Exalted way 
and with the pure Emanations , of the! Mind; 


| but let, us. Magnity. God, with. that, \ withy 


which: the Y cannots 2% wich the loweſt Pros. 
ftration of: our Bodies too. ;.. 
BY cept, moſt | mighty God, that Tribute 
orſhip which thou , haſt, enableq us ;to, 
ful ang ; and; when. thou giveſt us New Pow- 
ers, they alſo ſhall be is to magnify 
thy great and - wonderful - Name. All the 
Glory, which we can give thee , is. but the 
Reflefion of that Light which, thou  doeſt 
ficſt dart on. us; and when thou takeſt us 
nearer thy Preſence, we ſhall then more per- 
tealy RefleQ thy Image 
Since thou haſt defign'd a moſt .Glorious 
Reſurreion tor our Bodies, we may: conclude 
that they alſo ſhall bear a part in that moſt 
ſpiritual Worſhip which ſhall be paid thee in 
the higheſt Heavens to all- Eternity ; and 
fince 
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{ince; thou: © TINT; OT APIITY 
ruptible:.Bodies .of ours» Into''the Temples 'of 
| the: Holy: Ghoſt , thou; wilt! not; : dildajm» 
s that (Preſent Worſhip which: they __ can! 
| 10C tro 
" We will therefore Glorify thee with.our 
Souls and with our Bodies, becauſe thou 
haſt Created and Redeemed them both ; 
k we will conſtantly pay thee an External 
b Bodily Homage , but ſuch as ſhall be Anima- 
; ted with the Mind, and the Spirit, without 
which we cannot cruly Worſhip Thee , who 
art an Infinite Mind, an Infenite Spirit. 
_ Let us always remember what a zealous 
Concern” the Humble and Meek Jeſus 
ſhew'd againſt the Prophaners of the Tem-: 
ple; and when we enter into the Houſe of 
Prayer, let us lay afide all our Worldly Cares, 
leaſt we make it a Houſe of Merchandiſe : let 
us not come with any Cowetous , Unyjuſt , or 
Malicious Deſigns, leaſt we make it a Den 
of Thieves: But let the Sacredaeſ? of the 
Place, and the Weightineſs of the Buſineſs we - 
come about; which is no leſs, than the Glo- 
rifying of- God , and the Saving of our Souls; 
Let. theſe Confiderations fill us. with Holy 
Thoaghts: 
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Love ,:the Joy, arid all the. Innard Patty: of 
onr Souls. 
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